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nis, Alexis and Tkyrsis on British Plains, as Virgil had done before
him on the Mantuan: Whereas Philips, who hath the strictest
regard to Propriety, makes choice of names peculiar to the Country,
and more agreeable to a Reader of Delicacy; such as Hobbinol,
Lobbin, Cuddy, and Colin Clout.
5.  So easie as Pastoral Writing may seem, (in the Simplicity    5
we have described it) yet it requires great Reading, both of the
Ancients and Moderns, to be a master of it. Philips hath given us
manifest proofs of his Knowledge of Books: It must be confessed
his competitor hath imitated some single thoughts of the Ancients
well enough, (if we consider he had not the happiness of an 10
University Education) but he hath dispersed them, here and
there, without that order and method which Mr. Philips observes,
whose whole third Pastoral is an instance how well he hath
studied the fifth of Virgil, and how judiciously reduced Virgil's
thoughts to the standard of Pastoral; as his contention of Colin 15
Clout and the Nightingale jhows with what exactness he hath imit-
ated every line in Strada.
6.  When I remarked it as a principal fault, to introduce Fruits
and Flowers of a Foreign growth, in descriptions where the Scene
lies in our own Country, I did not design that observation should 20
extend also to Animals, or the sensitive Life', for Philips hath with
great judgment described Wolves in England in his first Pastoral.
Nor would I have a Poet slavishly confine himself (as Mr. Pope
hath done) to one particular season of the Year, one certain
time of the day, and one unbroken Scene in each Eclogue. 'Tis plain 25
Spencer neglected this Pedantry, who in his Pastoral of November
mentions the mournful song of the Nightingale:
Sad Philomel her song in Tears doth steep.
And Mr, Philips, by a poetical Creation, hath raised up finer
beds of Flowers than the most industrious Gardiner; his Roses, 30
Endives, Lillies, Kingcups and DafFadils blow all in the same
season.
7.  But the better to discover the merits of our two contempor-
ary Pastoral Writers, I shall endeavour to draw a Parallel of
them, by setting several of their particular thoughts in the same 35
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